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Inversions  affect urban air quality  
and spread into adjacent ecosystems where 

pollutants are deposited 
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Do lichens hold a record of nitrogen deposition? 

Research Questions: 

Can they be used to assess ecological effects of 
inversion events? 



Why lichens? 



Collection Methods 



Source: http://www.sharnoffphotos.com/lichens/lichens_home_index.html 

Xanthomendoza montana 
Xanthomendoza fallax 
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Do lichens hold a record of nitrogen deposition? 

Research Questions: 

No, lichens do not hold a record of inversion-based 
deposition on an elevational gradient 

Can they be used to assess ecological effects of 
inversion events? 
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Do lichen hold a record of nitrogen deposition? 

Can they be used to assess ecological effects of 
inversion events? 

Research Questions: 

No.  

No, lichens do not hold a record of inversion-based 
deposition on an elevational gradient 

What about the variability of the stable isotope 
ratios? 



Questions and comments? 
 (you lichen what you see?) 


